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ainder, ex post facto law, ot law impairing the obliga-

on th tion of contracts; or grant any title of nobility.”
Iy con~ . The prohibition against treaties, alliances, and con-
article is | federations makes a part of the existing articles of Union;
h, com- | and for reasons which need no explanation, is copied into
ers, and | the new Constitution. The prohibition of letters of marque

' is another part of the old system, but is somewhat ex-

compact
tended in the mew. According to the former, letters of

issary to

tion for marque could be granted by the States after a declara-
to a ‘!15‘ tion of war; according to the latter, these licenses must
aplaining @ be obtained, as well during war as previous to its decla-
vlied and | ration, from the government of the United States. This
nfronted? ' alteration is fully justified by the advantage of uniformity

us all to
; scene is
e motives

| in all points which relate to foreign powers; and of im-
mediate responsibility to the nation in all those for whose
conduct the nation itself is to be responsible.
The right of coining money, which is here taken from

| the flat- the States, was left in their hands by the Confederation
al forbids as a concurrent right with that of Congress, under an
l0se cases exception in favor of the exclusive right of Congress to
zeneral, it regulate the alloy and value. In this instance, also, the
lation can pew provision is an improvement on the old. Whilst the

States, yet alloy and value depended on the general authority, a
: claims of @ right of coinage in the particular States could have no
will be in other effect than to multiply expensive mints and diver-
anity must sify the forms and weights of the circulating pieces. The
ilst consid- latter inconveniency defeats one purpose for which the
he remem- power was originally submitted to the federal head; and
it, and the s far as the former might prevent an inconvenient re-

bstacles to mittance of gold and silver to the central mint for re-
deration on coinage, the end can be as well attained by local mints

PUBLIUS M established under the general authority.

4  The extension of the prohibition to bills of credit must
~ give pleasure to every citizen in proportion to his love of
justice and his knowledge of the true springs of public
prosperity. The loss which America has sustained since

A the peace, from the pestilent effects of paper money on

e

federal au- § the necessary confidence between man and man, on the
| the author- ¥ necessary confidence in the public councils, on the in-

| dustry and morals of the people, and on the character of
alliance, or { republican government, constitutes an enormous debt
eprisal; coin  § against the States chargeable with this unadvised measure,
ut gold and | which must long remain unsatisfied; or rather an accumu-

s any bill of
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